
  

 
 

THE FRONTIERS OF EUROPE 

Threats and Opportunities in the Mediterranean 
 

Marrakech, 28-30th April 2006
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 AGENDA 

 
Friday, 28th April 
 
 
All day Arrival of Participants in Marrakech and hotel check-in 
 
 
17.00-17.30 Tea and Welcome at La Mamounia:    Xavier GUERRAND-HERMÈS

       André AZOULAY 
                                 Lord WEIDENFELD 
 
 
17.30 – 19.30 Session I: Common Solutions to Common Security Challenges? 
 

Chairman: The Lord GUTHRIE, N.M Rothschild & Sons 
 
Speakers:  -Sir Michael PAKENHAM, Senior Advisor, Access Industries and  
                          former Chairman of the UK Joint Intelligence Committee 

-Prof. Assia ALAOUI BENSALAH, Ambassador at Large, Morocco 
-Robert FOX, Demographer and author on the Mediterranean 

 
- The terrorist threat: What scope for co-operation on counter-terrorism? 
- Organised Crime and Illegal Migration: high fences make good neighbours or do we need 

more coordination on border management?  
- Facing the Middle East: How far have Iraq and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict affected 

Europe-Maghreb relations? Can there be consensus on the Middle East? 
 
 
20.15 Transportation from Mamounia to GUERRAND-HERMÈS residence 
 
 
20.30 DINNER:  Europe and the Maghreb: How do we see each other? 
 
Host: Xavier GUERRAND-HERMÈS 
 
Keynotes:  André AZOULAY, Counsellor to His Majesty the King of Morocco 



Saturday, 29th April 
 
 
 8.30-10.30 Session II:  Modernity and the rise of religion in politics and society 
 
Chairman:  Dr. Mathias DÖEPFNER, Axel Springer, Berlin 
 
Speakers:  -Ahmed ABBADI, Director of Religious affairs, Government of Morocco  

-Miguel ANGEL CORTÉS, Former Minister of Co-operation of Spain 
-Xavier GUERRAND-HERMÈS, Chairman of the Board, Guerrand-Hermès 
Foundation for Peace 
 

- The challenge of religion: Can we learn from each other’s experiences in managing the rise of 
domestic Islam? 

- Women’s Rights/Human Rights: the antidote to extremism?  
- The fear of migration: cultural implications - the view from Europe and the Maghreb 
- People to people contact: how to maximise the benefits of cross-cultural experience? 

 

10.30 Coffee Break 
 

   
11.00- 12.45 SESSION III: Trade, Investment and Economic Development 
   
Chairman:  André AZOULAY, Counsellor to His Majesty the King of Morocco 

 
Speakers:  - Rachid TALBI EL ALAMI, Minister of Economy, Morocco 
 - Hassan ABOUYOUB, Ambassador at Large, former Moroccan    
    Negotiator for the WTO 

  - Jean- Marie PÉAN, Partner Bain & Company 
 
- The weaknesses of the Barcelona Process: How good an interlocutor is the European Union 

and what of the plans for a Free Trade area?  
- US interests and the Free Trade Agreement: Is America challenging Europe’s privileged 

neighbourly status in the Maghreb? 
- Why and how to invest in Morocco: How significant has reform been in Morocco and in the 

Maghreb? 
- The economic implications of migration: Can we create a mutually beneficial migration scheme? 

Can we enforce it together? 
 

Transportation to KETTANI residence 
 
 
13.00 LUNCH at Private residence of Mr. KETTANI 

 

Host: Mr. Saâd KETTANI , Moroccan business leader 

 

Free time 

 


